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Join us at 9:15 each Sunday Morning

MAY THEME:
HOW TO BE DISCIPLES

MAY 4™
FEED THE SHEEP
John 21:3-17

MAY 11™
BELIEVE THE WORKS
John 10:22-42

MAY 18™
LOVE ONE ANOTHER
John 13:21-38

MAY 25™
KEEP HIS WORD
John 14:15-31

JUNE 15T
BE KNOWN, BE LOVED
John 17:20-26; 18:1-19

BRLE A Backwards Study of
\ e the New Testament

During 2024, we completed the careful study of
the Book of Revelation. We are now marching
backwards through the New Testament. These
smaller books of the New Testament rarely get
looked at in a systematic way. During May we
will look at II Peter and James. Because there are
so many Old Testament cross references in these
smaller books, we will carefully spend time tying
God’s story together from end to beginning.
Please join us on Wednesday as we walk
backwards in scripture together!

If you are unable to worship
with us in person on Sunday
morning, then pull Spilman up
on your computer or phone.
You can still be a part of our
worship by joining us on

Facebook Live.
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Pilgrimage

A few years ago, | had the opportunity to travel to Israel to see the various historical
landmarks that tell the story of Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, death, and resurrection. As we
traveled, I noticed various people from all over the world traveling together to experience
Bethlehem, the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River, and the numerous landmarks in Jerusalem.
I saw how this journey to a certain place, to see a certain thing, to experience the sound,
sight, touch, taste, and scents of this pilgrimage touched the heart of each person. The joy
as fellow pilgrims prayed, talked, lit candles, sang songs, experienced water baptism, and

There’s a Land that Is Fairer Than Day
By Sanford F. Bennett (1836-1889)

There's a land that is fairer than day,
And by faith we can see it afar,

For the Father waits over the way
To prepare us a dwelling place there.

Refrain:

In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore;
In the sweet by and by,

We shall meet on that beautiful shore.

We shall sing on that beautiful shore
The melodious songs of the blest;
And our spirits shall sorrow no more-
Not a sigh for the blessing of rest.
(Refrain)

To our bountiful Father above

We will offer our tribute of praise

For the glorious gift of His love

And the blessings that hallow our days.
(Refrain)
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unparalleled in my life.

Throughout the years, I have traveled to various places including
the mountains, the beach, across America, and various important
historical sites. Our family would often make it an annual event
to head to those special places. I guess I never really thought of
those trips as a “pilgrimage.” Something changed within me as |
walked where Jesus walked, along the hard packed roads of Israel.
I now see my travel through a spiritual lens of pilgrimage.

In May I will be headed to Turkey to see the various places
mentioned in the Book of Revelation. I will walk along the path
where other Christians have attempted to live out their faith in the
face of severe persecution. Our group from Campbell University
Divinity School will visit many locations in Turkey, travel
thousands of miles, in search of knowledge, understanding,

and hopefully find that pilgrimage experience.

Sometimes I feel as if there is a restlessness in my soul searching
for that experience or place that will fill the void that is
occasionally present and unfulfilled. Maybe a trip here, or an
event there, will satisfy the longing of my soul. Each of us seek to
fill a perceived void in our life in our own way. I do not believe
my trip to Turkey will fill that void or longing. But it just might
be a path towards discovering the Lord’s presence along the way.

(Continued)
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