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Join us at 9:15 each Sunday Morning 

 
APRIL THEME:  

BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER 
 

APRIL 6TH 
ANTICIPATION 

Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126 
 

APRIL 13TH 
 ANXIETY 

Luke 22:17-27,  56-62 
 

APRIL 20TH 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

Acts 10:34-48 
 

APRIL 27 TH 
AWE 

Psalm 118:14-29; Psalm 150 

                         If  you are unable to worship 
with us in person on Sunday 

morning, then pull Spilman up 
on your computer or phone. 
You can still be a part of our 

worship by   joining us on    
Facebook Live. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study  

A Backwards Study of 

the New Testament 

During 2024, we completed the careful study of 
the Book of Revelation.  We are now marching 

backwards through the New Testament. These 
smaller books of the New Testament rarely get 
looked at in a systematic way.  During April we 

will look at I Peter. Because there are so many  
Old Testament cross references in these smaller 
books, we will carefully spend time tying God’s 

story together from end to beginning.  Please join 
us on Wednesday as we walk backwards in    

scripture together!  
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The Heart of God  
 

Growing up, we never had any animals living in our house.  We had outside dogs and an 

occasional stray cat coming by for food.  Today we have two dogs and two cats living in 

our house.  Peanut is a graying brown chihuahua mix about 15 years old.  Over the past few 

months, Peanut has begun to stare me down around 10:00 PM waiting for me to go to bed.  

Once I get settled in, he comes to the side of the bed, begging to get up on the bed.  He   

settles in and curls up next to my back.  Peanut is most content when he is near his person.   

There is an Old Testament Hebrew word hesed (חֶסֶד) which is often translated as 

“lovingkindness.”  It is used about 250 times in the Old Testament which expresses a 
key characteristic of God’s character.  It can mean mercy, compassion, love, grace, and faithfulness.  It is not just 

an emotion or feeling, but rather it is something that is done on behalf of someone that is in need. The essence of 
the word describes love and loyalty that extends mercy and compassion towards another person.  This describes the 
mercy and compassion of God.                                                                                                      

It goes beyond friendship and kindness.  It is 

that Amazing Grace that God has demonstrated 
towards us while we are still estranged from 
Him. God’s love is demonstrated to us through 

His act of redemption and salvation through 
His Son’s sacrificial death on the cross.    

God’s salvation is rooted in the word hesed. 
This love in action is for all of humanity.  It 

extends beyond duty or expectation.  God’s 
forgiveness of sin offered at Calvary allows us 
to enter into a restored relationship with God.  

When we come to God, seeking God, He never 
turns us away.  It is God’s hesed that is offered 
to everyone freely.   

Just as Linus said in the Charlie Brown    

Christmas special, “That’s what Christmas is 
all about.”  The hesed offered to us through 
God’s Son, reminds us “That’s what Easter is 

all about!” God is offering us forgiveness and   
Salvation through Jesus Christ.     (Continued) 

DR. H. POWELL DEW, JR. 

Our Mission is to …   

       Worship God, Serve Him, and Serve Others            

 

Near to the Heart of God (Hymn 295) 

By Cleland Boyd McAfee (1866-1944) 

There is a place of quiet rest, near to the heart of God, 

a place where sin cannot molest, near to the heart of God. 

Refrain: 

O Jesus, blest Redeemer, sent from the heart of God, 

hold us, who wait before thee, near to the heart of God. 

There is a place of comfort sweet, near to the heart of God, 

a place where we our Savior meet, near to the heart of 

God. [Refrain] 

 

There is a place of full release, near to the heart of God, 

a place where all is joy and peace, near to the heart of 

God. [Refrain] 



 

The Heart of God (continued) 

Cleland McAfee, a Presbyterian Minister wrote the hymn, 

Near to the Heart of God shortly after learning of the death 

of his two young nieces, caused by diphtheria.   

The “Heart of God” glows brightly with love, forgiveness, 

grace, and mercy.  The “Heart of God” invites us into close 

fellowship, communion, friendship, and citizenship.  The 

“Heart of God” provides us with rest, contentment and 

peace, in a world filled with confusion, anger, and rage.     

As we enter Holy Week in April, may we seek to walk 
closer to God, rest near His heart, and listen for the beating 
rhythm of hesed – the lovingkindness of God.   

 

Deacon of the Month  
Jerry Crisp 
 April 2025            

 
Jerry grew up in the Hudson/
Lenoir  area of Western NC.  

He is a proud fan and graduate of NCSU. Jerry and 
Beth have been married for 40+ years.  Beth and 
Jerry are the proud parents of Shelly and Jeremy and 
the grandparents of two wonderful girls, Madeline 
and Lilly.   

Jerry has been a deacon chair and a member of 
several Church Committees. He’s one of several 
individuals that keep the media booth running on 
Sunday mornings.  Jerry can also be spotted in the 
evenings checking the church to see that all lights 
are off,  thermostats are properly set, and all doors 
are locked.   

BETH CRISP 4-2 

DANNY RICE 4-6 

LARRY WILLIAMS 4-30 

 

In Memory of  

Nancy Reaves Justice 
 

March 10, 1927— February 27, 2024 

2025 Holy Week Services – 12:00 p.m.  
Kinston, NC 

Sponsored by 
Kinston/Lenoir Association of Congregations 

 
Following the service, there will be a soup/sandwich meal  

provided by the Kinston/Lenoir Association of Congregations. 

 

Monday, April 14th  Location:  Spilman Memorial Baptist Church 

601 Madison Avenue 

Speaker: Pastor Hilda Jones 
Shekinah Church of Deliverance  
139 Humphrey Road 

 

Tuesday, April 15th  Location:  St. Augustus AME Zion Church 

318 E. North Street 

Speaker: Rev. Kim Lail 

Queen Street UMC  

500 N. Queen Street 

 

Wednesday, April 16th  Location:  New Hope Church Ministries 
508 S. Queen Street 
Speaker: Pastor Travis Allen 
First Presbyterian Church  

2101 N. Herritage Street 

 

Thursday, April 17th  Location:  Queen Street UMC 

500 N. Queen Street 

Speaker: Dr. H. Powell Dew, Jr. 

Spilman Memorial Baptist Church  

601 Madison Avenue 

 

 

      Holy Week offerings will go to  

          support the Lenoir County  

  High Schools Bible History Classes 

 APRIL 2025  
APR 2 (WED) MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 8:00 AM 

 MONTHLY PRAYER GATHERING 11:00 AM 

 SS CLASS AT SPRING ARBOR 2:30 PM 

 WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 4:00 PM  
   

APR 6 (SUN) DEACONS MEETING 8:00 AM 

 SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE—LORD’S SUPPER 

THE CONDEMNATION OF THE KING 
Matthew 26:57-68 

10:30 AM 

   

APR 6–9  Peer Learning Group Retreat—Dr. Dew  

   

APR 9 (WED) MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 8:00 AM 

 FELLOWSHIP MEAL—NANA’S CATERING 5:00 PM  

 WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 6:00 PM 
   

APR 13 (SUN)  SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE 
THE VIA DELOROSA 

Matthew 21:1-11 
10:30 AM 

   

APR 14–17  HOLY WEEK SERVICES—See Schedule  12:00 PM 
   

APR 15 (TUE) LEADERSHIP MEETING 4:00 PM 

   

APR 16 (WED) MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 8:00 AM 

 WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 4:00 PM  

   

APR 20 (SUN)  SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

HE IS ALIVE!—Matthew 28:1-9 
10:30 AM 

   

APR 21 (MON) OFFICE CLOSED—EASTER MONDAY  

   

APR 23 (WED) MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 8:00 AM 

 SS CLASS AT SPRING ARBOR 2:30 PM 

 WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 4:00 PM  
   

APR 27 (SUN)  SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 AM 

 
WORSHIP SERVICE 

SECRECY IS THE SECRET  
Matthew 6:1-7, 16, 18 

10:30 AM 

   

APR 30 (WED) MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST 8:00 AM 

 SS CLASS AT SPRING ARBOR 2:30 PM 

 WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 4:00 PM  

 
 

APRIL 2025 
BIBLE READING PLAN  

        
Samuel 4-7 

Samuel 8-10 

Samuel 11-13 

Samuel 14-16 

Samuel 17-18 

No Reading  

Samuel 19-21 

Samuel 22-24 

Samuel 25-27 

Samuel 28-31 

Samuel 1-3 

Samuel 4-7 

No Reading  

Samuel 8-11 

Samuel 12-13 

Samuel 14-16 

Samuel 17-18 

Samuel 19-21 

Samuel 22-24 

No Reading  

Kings 1-2 

Kings 3-5 

Kings 6-7 

Kings 8 

Kings 9-11 

Kings 12-13 

No Reading  

Kings 14-16 

Kings 17-18 

Kings 19-21 

 


