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AUGUST THEME:

A WORD FOR THE CHURCH

AUGUST 4™
KNITTING GIFTS TOGETHER
EPHESIANS 4:1-16

AUGUST 11™
IMITATING CHRIST
EPHESIANS 4:17-5:2

AUGUST 18™
SEEING THE LIGHT
PROVERBS 9:1-6; EPHESIANS 5:6-21

AUGUST 25™
STANDING FIRM
EPHESIANS 6:10-20

]ﬂ[ ”[ Spilman Memorial Baptist Church
Our Mission is to ...

Worship God, Serve Him, and Serve Others
AUGUST 2024

CHURCH STAFF
Dr. H. Powell Dew, Jr., Senior Pastor
. Carol Stevens, Administrative Assistant
Melony Rasbury-Cobb, Pianist/Organist
Michael and Vance Aldridge, Custodians
Michelle Sutton, Finance Assistant
Jerry Crisp, Security
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Wednesday Bible Study

We began a new Bible Study
Series covering the Book of
Revelation. We will take a
careful walk through the only prophetic book of the
New Testament. Please plan to attend this special study.
“Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words

of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written
in it: for the time is near..” (Revelation 1:3)

If you are unable to worship

with us in person on Sunday
morning, then pull Spilman up

on your computer or phone.

You can still be a part of our worship by
joining us on Facebook Live.

Following the Crucified Jesus

Peter Scazzero identifies key concepts for Christians to consider in his book, The Seven
Marks of Healthy Discipleship. Last month we explored the first mark of a healthy disciple
as someone that focuses on the idea of Being a Disciple before Doing the work of a Disciple.
The second mark of a disciple of Jesus Christ is making sure they are Following the
Crucified Jesus instead of the Americanized Jesus.

What Peter Scazzero has identified in the American Church is that we value popularity,
greatness, success, and avoid suffering and failure at all costs. These temptations are the
same ones that Jesus faced while He was in the desert for 40 days. Pastors and church
members strive to make their ministries the best in the eyes of their community. We are DR. H. POWELL DEW, JR.
validated when our numbers are growing, our ministries are making significant impact,

and we are invited to participate and lead in our area. We feel dejected and rejected when our congregation

is shrinking, the finances are dwindling, and our name and reputation is in decline.

Yet Jesus is calling His disciples to have a different focus in their lives. Jesus is calling us to reject public
popularity and focus exclusively on Jesus. Jesus is calling us to reject “greatness” and “success” in the eyes of
the world and to be great and successful in the eyes of Jesus. While the world abhors suffering and failure, Jesus
embraced the way of the cross, endured the shame, and was faithful to the Father. Jesus is calling us to be faithful
to Him. We are challenged to “deny ourselves, take up our cross daily, and follow Him.” (Luke 9:23)

As a disciple of Jesus Christ, we face two paths to choose from. We can embrace the measure of success by the
world’s standards, OR we can measure our success by focusing on Jesus, His call for our lives, and our faithfulness
in walking the path laid for us by Jesus. The seduction is strong to walk according to the ways of the world.

Yet, Jesus is calling us to walk with Him, trust Him, be led by Him, and to be encouraged and loved by Him.

How can we practically follow the Crucified Jesus instead of the Americanized Jesus?

Our first work of faith to believe in Jesus whom God has sent. (John 6:28-29) We need to rest in the truth that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God that has come into the world to redeem sinners. Believing in Jesus alone is our
first work of faith.

Secondly, as we walk in harmony with the Lord, we need to become more detached from the things that we seek
to control and allow the Lord to have full control over our possessions and our will. We need to be open to the
events and circumstances of our life and allow God to mold them for His purpose and His glory. We need to be
careful not to manipulate events around us to justify our will instead of seeking to do God’s will. We need to
prayerfully consider and intentionally surrender our will to God’s will. (Continued on next page)
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